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swept away," " Ils n'ont que le choix a quelle sauce Us se
feront manger ", remarked Kiihlmann cynically to Czernin.
" Tout comme chez nous ", was the dejected reply.1

According to plan, therefore, Kiihlmann led off on
January 9 with a declaration that, as the Entente Powers
had not seen fit to take part in the negotiations, the
declarations made by the Central Powers on December 25
and 28 were null and void. He formally rejected the Soviet
request for the transfer of the seat of negotiations to
Stockholm, stating it to be " the fixed and unchangeable
decision" of the Quadruple Alliance to conduct peace pour-
parlers only at Brest-Litovsk. Czernin followed, in the
same vein, saying with equal emphasis that the Eussians
must now confine themselves to the question of a separate
peace ; he demanded the immediate setting-up of the
commissions for which provision had already been made,
and warned the Russians that the responsibility for the
continuation of the war would fall exclusively upon them.
Talaat Pasha and Popoff associated themselves with the
views of their colleagues, and then Hoffmann, on behalf of
the military representatives of the Four Powers, protested
vehemently against the flood of propaganda and incitement
to mutiny which was continually disseminated by the
Soviet Government.2

In the face of this barrage put down by his opponents,
Trotsky, who had prepared a long harangue, asked for an
adjournment. He made his reply on the following day
(January 10) and treated his hearers to their first taste of
his bitter contempt for them. Hoffmann's objections he
dismissed with the remark that " neither the armistice
conditions nor the character of the peace negotiations
limited freedom of press or speech ". To Kiihlmann he
then reaffirmed Russia's refusal to accept the German view
of self-determination for the people of the occupied terri-
tories, " by which the will of the people was in reality
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